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more money, had it not been for a
handful of us in the House and Senate
who were willing to take the heat for
condemning massive spending in-
creases and budget gimmickry. Be-
cause this $87 billion on-budget surplus
had not been spent, and not used for
tax cuts, it is going to go to reduce the
national debt.

In my view and in the view of many
experts, using our on-budget surplus to
pay down the national debt is the best
way to ensure fiscal discipline and con-
tinue our economic prosperity. We need
to continue that economic prosperity if
we are going to deal with the problems
of Social Security and Medicare in the
future. We cannot be lulled by the
booming economy and the fact that we
have been able to utilize the $87 billion
fiscal year 2000 on-budget surplus for
debt reduction.

In addition, the way things are going
right now in Washington, we may not
even see a fiscal year 2001 on-budget
surplus. That is because the projected
$102 billion surplus is evaporating very
quickly. With all the years of experi-
ence that I have had in public service,
I have to say that I have never seen
anything more fiscally irresponsible
than the spending spree I have seen
occur in Washington this year—but, in
particular, these past weeks. The lack
of willingness on the part of Congress
to make the hard choices and restrain
the urge to bring home the bacon is
blowing a hole in the fiscal year 2001
surplus and a gigantic hole in the pro-
jected 10-year budget surplus.

I think back to 1997 when Congress
passed the Balanced Budget Act, help-
ing to put an end to the era of annual
deficits. The Balanced Budget Act set
spending targets for each fiscal year
and was meant to teach Congress to
prioritize its spending choices. Under
the Balanced Budget Act, if Congress
wanted to spend money, it had to find
an offset to cover the additional spend-
ing. Fair enough, and it worked. It
helped to balance the budget.

Today, with the surplus we have
achieved and the surplus that everyone
thinks we are going to have in the fu-
ture, the discipline is gone. It is just an
out-of-control feeding frenzy. Add the
fact that the normal legislative process
has gone out the window, and we are in
a free fall. Right now, only a handful of
individuals—the President and my col-
leagues who are on the Appropriations
Committee—are making the decisions
that will impact how much the Federal
Government spends for the coming fis-
cal year. Once the decisions are made,
they are packaged together, sent to the
floor of the Senate and the House, and
voted on: No debate, no amendments.
In some circumstances, Members have
not even seen the bills they are voting
on.

Basically, it is a take-it-or-leave-it
attitude. Since these bills contain the
bacon, most Members go along and
simply vote for them. For those Mem-
bers who do, they will run home, brag-
ging about how they got this or that

for their districts or for their State,
failing to understand that their con-
stituents know there is no such thing
as a free lunch. Make no mistake, the
American people will fast appreciate
the spending spectacle that is going on
here in Congress. If you think they
were mad in 1998 when Congress went
on a similar spree—and I remember
that because I was campaigning for the
Senate in 1998 and I caught all kinds of
flak from people because of what Con-
gress had done—wait until they get
wind of what is happening right now.
And they will. We will definitely feel
their wrath. But more important, we
will experience their disappointment in
letting them down.

This Senator is not going along with
the ‘‘pork-a-thon.’’ I have voted
against most of the appropriations bills
that have come before the Senate, not
because I am opposed to the Federal
Government spending money on what
is necessary, but because Congress has
been unwilling to prioritize spending
and unwilling to make the hard choices
within the framework of the 2001 budg-
et resolution.

In case my colleagues are not aware,
let me explain briefly how big the in-
creases are in the various appropria-
tions bills.

The fiscal year 2001 Interior appro-
priations bill spends $18.8 billion, a 26-
percent increase over fiscal year 2000;
the Transportation appropriations bill,
spends $16.8 billion in discretionary
spending, a 23-percent increase over fis-
cal year 2000; the VA–HUD appropria-
tions bill spends $82.5 billion, a 14-per-
cent increase; the Treasury-Postal ap-
propriations bill spends $15.6 billion, a
13-percent increase; the Energy and
Water appropriations bill spends $24
billion, a 12-percent increase; the Agri-
culture appropriations bill spends $15
billion in discretionary spending, an 8-
percent increase, and that is not in-
cluding agriculture emergency spend-
ing.

For fiscal year 1999 to fiscal year
2001, nearly $23.25 billion in agriculture
emergency spending has been provided
by the Government—$23.25 billion in
emergency spending. That is more than
double the approximately $10.75 billion
in emergency spending for the entire 10
year period before. In other words, in 3
years, we have doubled the emergency
spending for agriculture over what we
spent in the 10 previous fiscal years.

In April, the Senate spent over 50
hours debating and amending a budget
resolution for fiscal year 2001. An
agreement was reached on an overall
spending amount of $600.3 billion in
budget authority. I worked with Sen-
ators like PHIL GRAMM to add new
points of order to bring more discipline
to the process. But in light of recent
events, I wonder what was the 50 hours
of effort over? I find myself asking,
Why should we have a budget resolu-
tion if we are just going to ignore it?
Why even have a budget process if we
are just going to operate as if the rules
did not exist? Congress and the White

House are spending money like drunk-
en sailors, and we need to get on the
wagon before it is too late and we
spend it all.

CBO’s projections over the next 10
years estimate that Federal spending
will grow with the rate of inflation, but
this does not reflect reality. In fiscal
year 2000 alone, we increased discre-
tionary spending by 8.3 percent, a rate
much higher than the actual inflation
rate. When you compare that with the
spending increases of 14 percent, 23 per-
cent, and 26 percent in just fiscal year
2001 alone, then you can see the kind of
trouble we are getting ourselves into.

Add up all the numbers, include the
appropriations bills that have passed
and those that are anticipated to pass;
include as much as $265 billion worth of
tax reductions for the next 10 years;
and, of course, we cannot forget there
are going to be additional interest
costs that will be generated by Con-
gress simultaneously increasing spend-
ing and lowering taxes. Just add it all
up. When you do, you will find that
Congress and the Clinton-Gore admin-
istration will have reduced the 10-year
projected budget surplus by more than
$600 billion. In a worst case scenario,
the Concord Coalition estimates that
Congress’ accelerated pace of spending
could wipe out up to $1.46 trillion of
the non-Social Security surplus pro-
jected for the next 10 years—over a
trillion dollars is what they project.
What a terrible thing we are doing to
the next administration and to the
citizens of this Nation.

After the 106th Congress’ drunken
spending spree is over, the American
people and the future President will be
waking up to a tremendous hangover.
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FISHERMEN’S PROTECTIVE ACT
OF 1967 AMENDMENTS

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
the Chair to lay before the Senate a
message from the House of Representa-
tives on the bill (H.R. 1651).

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
1651) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend the Fisher-
men’s Protective Act of 1967 to extend the
period during which reimbursement may be
provided to owners of United States fishing
vessels for costs incurred when such a vessel
is seized and detained by a foreign country,
and for other purposes’’, with the following
amendment:

Page 1, line 4, strike ‘‘SEC. 401. USE OF
AIRCRAFT PROHIBITED.’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘SEC. 402.’’ and insert ‘‘SEC.
401.’’.

Mr. VOINOVICH. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate agree to the amend-
ment of the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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